
Diplomatic Immunities 

 

Exemption from customs duties 

A. Purchasing commodities and services in Qatar: 

No exemption from customs duties is granted for commodities and services purchase 

in Qatar. 

B. Purchasing commodities and services from outside Qatar: 

Customs Law No (04) of 2002 on Diplomatic Exemptions stipulates to the following: 

 Article (98): Exemption from custom duties, on condition of reciprocity, shall be 

for what is delivered for the diplomatic and consular agencies, international 

organizations, heads and members of the diplomatic and consular corps 

accredited to the State, in accordance with international conventional 

conventions, laws and resolutions that apply. 

 Article (99): It is not permissible to dispose of the goods exempted under the 

preceding Article in a manner that is opposing to the purpose of its exemption or 

waiver, except after notifying the authority and paying the customs duties due 

thereon. 

 Article (101): the right of exemption for persons benefiting therefrom under 

Article (98) of this Law shall be effective as of the date of their employment at 

their official workplace in the State. 

Commodities and services purchased outside Qatar are exempted from customs duties 

only in favor of the embassy and diplomats (in accordance with the principle of 

reciprocity), in the following way: 

 The embassy addresses the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (the Department of 

Protocol) regarding the facilitation of commodities entry and presentation of the 

required official documents. 

 The Department of Protocol addresses the competent authorities to facilitate the 

entry of the commodities and the exemption thereof from customs duties. 

 The embassy contacts the competent authorities to finalize the procedures. 

 

C. Importing and Transporting personal effects and household items: 

Personal effects and household items imported or transported from abroad to the 

embassy and diplomats in Qatar are exempted from customs duties only in 

accordance with the principle of reciprocity, as follows: 

 The Embassy addresses the Ministry of Foreign Affairs(the Department of 

Protocol) regarding the facilitation of entry of personal effects and household 

items and the presentation of the required official documents. 

 The Department of Protocol addresses the competent authorities regarding the 

facilitation of entry of these items and the exemption thereof from customs 

duties. 



 The embassy follows up with the competent authorities to finalize the 

procedures. 

 

Automobiles 

A. Purchasing automobiles inside Qatar: 

1. The Embassy addresses the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (the Department of 

Protocol) and attaches a (Vehicle Registration Plate) request form. 

2. The Department of Protocol addresses the competent authorities to finalize the 

procedure after fulfilling all the requirements of these authorities. 

3. The embassy follows up with the competent authorities to finalize the 

procedures. 

B. Purchasing automobiles abroad and the conditions of importing them to Qatar: 

1. The embassy addresses the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (the Department of 

Protocol) and attaches the official form. 

2. The Department of Protocol addresses the competent authorities to finalize the 

procedures and facilitates the entry of the vehicle after fulfilling all the required 

conditions. 

3. The embassy contacts the competent authorities to finalize the procedures. 

Article (10) of the Customs Law No. (40) of 2002 reads: the vehicle exempted in 

accordance with the provisions of Article (98) of this Law shall not be disposed of 

before the elapse of three years from the date of its exemption, except in the 

following cases: 

1. End of the mission of the diplomatic or consular member benefiting from the 

exemption in the State. 

2. A damage occurring to the car as a result of an accident after exemption which  

makes it unsuitable for the use of the diplomatic or consular member-relevant 

and the relevant Ministry's Department. 

3. Selling from one diplomatic or consular member to another member, in such a 

case the assignee should be entitled to exemption. 

 

Diplomatic Pouch 

 Notifying the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (the Department of Protocol), issuing a 

letter facilitate the entry of diplomatic pouch into the embassy, presenting the 

required official documents. 

 The Department of Protocol addresses the concerned authorities to facilitate the 

entry of the pouch and exemption thereof from customs duties in accordance 

with Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. 

 The embassy contacts the competent authorities to finalize the procedures. 

 


